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Matter of Fact 


By Joseph Alsop 





AIMS 


^Repudiation' 

VICE PRESIDENT Nixon’i 
public abandonment of the 
policies of Secretary of Agri- 
culture Ezra Taft Benson, 
which were 
also Presi- 
dent Ellen- 
hower*a pol- 
iciei, ] u 1 1 
about com- 
pletea a lob 
that had to 
be done. 

Tht-VIce 
President bu 
thought that 
Benson ought 
to be lunked since 105d. 
After the disastrous 1053 
congressional election, he 
made an active effort to junk 
him. The former Chairman 
of the Republican National 
Committee, Meade Alcorn of 
Connecticut, was the man 
chosen for the Job. 

Since it was clear that the 
President would not listen to 
the straight policy argu- 
ment! against Benson. Al- 
corn, on Nixon's advice, 
made the political argu- 
ments. These bad been only 
too amply underlined by the 
election returns. Yet the 
President's angry answering 
blast all but blew Alcorn 
through the door. Into the 
next room; and after that, 
the subject of Benson was 
not raised again. 

It Is a proof of the Byxtn- 
tlnism of the Eiaenhower 
White House that the sub- 
ject was never egaln raised. 
The hapless Benson has man- 
aged to combine a more than 
fourfold increase of the huge 
Agriculture Department ap- 
propriations with an actual 
decline of farm income. This 
year, the $6 blUlon-odd that 
will be spent through Ben- 
son amounts to something 
like half of the reduced rev- 
enues of the American farm 
community, ' 

This incredible record Is 
defended by B^ison on the 
ground that Congress would 
never enect **tbe Behten pro- 


grem.** But in fact neither 
Benson himself, nor his 
chief, the President, has 
ever, at any time, launched 
an all-out, knock-down, drag- 
out fight for decisive legU- 
1 stive changes in the farm 
program. 

Prayer has been the Ben- 
son specialty, and latterly be 
has b^ome a sort of anctot 
mariner of Washington, al- 
most literally "stopping one 
in ten" to assure these reluc- 
tant listeners that his farm 
policy was working better 
and better. Once he even 
cornered Sen. John F. Ken- 
nedy's personal chief of staff, 
Theodore Sorenson, in the 
Senate cafeteria. 

SINCE aentimentaiity has 
no place in Government, the 
fact that hla failures have 
made the Secretary of Agri- 
culture a somewhat pathetic 
figure hu no bearing on the 
case. There was a touch of 
ruthlessnesi in the way 
the Vice President, free% to 
junk Benson at last, duly and 
publicly did whet he had 
wanted to do for eo long. But 
in the clrcmnstanctt, ruth- 
lesinesa waa JuiUfied and 
even called for. 

As already noted, moreover, 
thla Junking of Benson was 
not an isolated episode. It 
was, instead, the culminating- 
episode In an important proc- 
ees. Since Friday, July ga, 
the Vice President has been 
briskly diientangUng himself 
from the President 

The pace of thie nroeees 
wu fotoed, and it wu thero- 
fort given an undeehred dro* 
malic character, by pov. Nel- 
son A. Rockerellert th^at 
to make a floor fight about 
the platform at the Rapubli- 
can Convention. Civil rights 
and defense, the two main 
Issuet on which RocktfeUer 
and Nixon thereupon reached 
agi^ment on July 22, were 
again issues on which the 
Vico Prosident has never 
agreed with the President 

Rockefeller did not have 
the votec to make a respect- 


able showing in a floor fight. 
The Vice President would 
have much preferred the less ,; 
drastic method of dJstinguish- V^ ; 
ing his own positions fromv 
the President's positions afttr^i 
the Convention was out 'oir 
the way. But Rockefeller, 
threatttilng a floor fight,' 
forced Nixon to say what be|K 
had always meant to say 
rather earlier than he had 
meant to say It 

THE DEMOCRATS wiU of 
course cry out that this is 
"repudiation** of Mr. Eisen- 
hower, and in a sense they 
will be right Because of the 
constitutional changes al- 
ready examined in this space, 
a modem Vice President can- 
not Imitate Vice President 
John N. Gamer, for Instance, 
who took rather well-marked 
independent poeitlotu while 
meintelning friendly work- 
ing relations with President 
R^evelt A modem Vice 
P^deat ie like a cridnet 
officer, who must either go 
along or get out— the thing 
to be got out of, In the Vice , 
President's cue, being* thdl 
National SeetirUy Council 

Aeccrdlfifiy^ Nixon hu 
swallowed nis eldeetiona and 
gone along. BlU ohJeeUoni 
there have begn. He has al- 
ways beiievng in a stronger 
defense profffitm, mere force- 
ful civil film progranit'^ a 
changed progr«fll« a 

somewhat tell eonsemtlve 
domesUc disnomlg poiUy. 
About Mn.r tiaenhewtr» he 
wu once Imard to remark 
wonderiniJj: 

"In dorskstie suttore, you 
know, Wg really more eon- 
sarvativ#! B^ Taft** 

If tbs Preeidenfs own 

views rjiow emerge, and the 
opposdflon «iries ''repudla- 
tion,** lofit not matief very 
muekJ.U hli party's nomi- 
nee, not only hu the 

right to a;mk his own mind, 
as Mr. Alsenhower reoog- 
nisei in telegram of eon- 
gra>Alat>gt^ at Chicago, he 
aleo "sag duty to do 
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